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The Flemish Inter-University Council is convinced that the future of both the North and the South are inseparably interconnected, and that closing the current knowledge and information gap will contribute substantially to securing this common future. The Flemish universities believe that knowledge and insight are important instruments which a society uses to define and shape its own development.

 On the role of the universities 

The university combines three functions in a unique manner. The university generates knowledge through research. The university disseminates knowledge, inter alia via instruction. The university permanently and critically reflects on the society in which it is situated, and with which it continuously interacts in various ways. Through this combination, which is essential to the university, and by the fact that the university makes the knowledge generated available to society, universities play a specific and fundamental social role.

 On the objective of university development cooperation

The objective of this cooperation is the sustainable, people-oriented development of the countries of the South, through mutual enrichment of knowledge and by a continuous questioning between the two partners of one another and oneself. It aims at the development of expertise in both North and South on topics related to developing countries.

With its programme for university development cooperation, the Flemish Inter-University Council wishes to support universities and research institutions in the South and the North so that they can better fulfil their three assignments as a function of this objective. 

The collaboration strives to strengthen the capacity of local institutions, inter alia via the training and education of executives.

Finally, the cooperation is also oriented towards maintaining and above all enlarging the social basis for international solidarity and cooperation.

 On the partners of university development cooperation

To achieve this, the Flemish Inter-University Council firstly wishes to collaborate with universities and research institutions in the South which adopt the three above-mentioned missions and which attempt to freely disseminate and make accessible the acquired knowledge. These partners are selected both on the basis of their potential with respect to university education and research and for the emancipatory role they play within their society. Priority is given to institutions in low-income countries or to institutions which make a specific contribution to the development of these countries. They must pursue an active policy of cultural, ethnic, social and philosophical non-discrimination. Through and with these local institutions, one can also work together with other social actors in these countries.

 On the fields of university development cooperation

The object of the cooperation in general, and of the research in particular, is to meet local needs and requirements, and it is set within the context of the international community's efforts with respect to sustainable development, combating poverty, food security, the development of education, basic health care, essential infrastructure, conflict prevention and respect for human dignity and human rights.

By building up capacities, the cooperation wishes to contribute to enlarging the accessibility and improving the quality of local education and research. It is oriented towards a maximum opening up of knowledge, expansion of research facilities, and development and support of the management instruments and means.

 On the fundamental principles of university development cooperation

The cooperation is based on international solidarity and mutual involvement. Activities which are undertaken within the framework of this collaboration must be situated within a general effort to promote justice and combat discrimination and inequality on any basis. The collaboration proceeds from a respect for individuality and a recognition of diversity. It is based on respect for the principles of human dignity. 

The relationship between cooperating partners must be respectful, open, honest and transparent. Mutual collaboration between academics in the North and the South is actively promoted.

In all its aspects, the cooperation must strive for quality and aim to achieve sustainable effects. A maximum degree of synergy and complementarity is sought with other donors and actors.

Most of the activities within the framework of the cooperation must take place in the South.
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