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 The Evaluation Commission

The external evaluation commission for the partnership programme with the 
University of Zambia was composed of two individuals with extensive experi-
ence with regard to higher education matters. Mr Paul G. de Nooijer, team leader,  
is senior education consultant with SPAN Consultants from the Netherlands.  
He has long-term experience in undertaking evaluation research, in particular 
in the field of higher education and inter-institutional cooperation programmes,  
including programmes that have similarities with the VLIR-UOS IUC Programme.  
Mr. Bornwell Siakanomba is managing consultant with SIBO Development  
Consultants, Lusaka, Zambia. 

 Background and disclaimer

The VLIR-UOS Programme for Institutional University Cooperation (IUC), which 
started in 1997, is an inter-university cooperation programme of the Flemish universi-
ties1. Based on a system of programme funding provided by the Belgian Government, 
the Programme is directed at a limited number of carefully selected partner universities 
in the South. Each partnership, covering a maximum period of ten years, consists of a 
coherent set of interventions geared toward the development of the teaching, research, 
and service functions of the partner university, as well as its institutional management. 

Every three to five years, the cooperation with a partner is evaluated. All ongoing 
cooperation programmes are evaluated by an external, independent evaluation com-
mission. The country visits of these commissions, usually composed of an international 
and a local expert, are preceded by an extensive self-assessment process. All evaluation 
commissions have produced an evaluation report that, in principle, is meant to be self-
contained, i.e. containing the essential factual information, as well as conclusions and 
recommendations. 

This report represents the views of the members of the commission that evaluated 
the IUC Programme with the University of Zambia (UNZA); it does not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of VLIR-UOS. The evaluation commission bears sole responsibility 
for the report in terms of its content, as well as its structure.

1For more details on VLIR and the IUC Programme, please refer to Appendix 2. 
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